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- MAYORS STRONG AND GLEASON HEAR ARGUMENTS FOR . ND AGAINST GREATER NEW YORK. .
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* RGUED FOR A
 CREATERNEW YORK,

Mayors Strong and Gleason
‘Heard the Addresses
of Citizens.

<

-

Seth Low Made a Strong Plea
in Favor of Consolidat-
il ing the Cities.

. i
[

Declared That Neither New York Nor

He himself was born in Ohlo, and change
of resldence probably has not affected his
pride In the State that produces office-
holders. But he nevertheless blushed when
one of the speskers made known his Presn-
dentisl preference.. . ; et

These who canie to oppose the bill vare
in the mnjorlty. The Unlon Lefgue was
represented by a committee composed of
Frederiek ¢ Wagner, WiHllam E. Rogers,
Cyrus Clark, Le Grand B. Cannon, Gearge
E. B. Hill, Charles Stewart Smith, John
O. Coleman, D. B. St. John Raosa, Charles
W. Watson, Frederick D. Tappen, Churles
P. Emmons, Richard H. I, Townsend,
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Joseph' Post md,i;-'ﬁ:ol_ﬁnp'«ﬂ&(_‘gtqpeﬂ#.d s

Foremost smong the men who support
the mensure-were Andrew H. Green, (Jol-
onel George P. Webster, Mornay. Willlams,
Getiernl George W. Wingnte, James D.
Lynch, Albert E Renseliel, Thomas T,
Cpeamer, Lawson N. Fuller, Hdwin P,
Bencidlet, Fdwin T, Bradford and George
J, Greenfield] Mr. (Graon aak #t i right

Ot i Wae 2 f"fﬁ"ﬁ.riileté
City in Itself.

!\ OPRONENTS OF UNION ALSO HEARD.
l“

A
o2

Afraid That the Municipalities Would Take
~aleapin the Dark—The Ques.
“ tion “of Taxation *Also
a Bugbear.

[T
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#° " AMayor Strong heard arguments on the
. firpater New York bill yesterday. Mayor
" Patelek J. Gleason, of Long Island City,
bhoard themy, too. and uever showed the

. uiphpest signs of trepidation before the
4 avihiiehe of figures, freed by some of the
 apeskers. He seemed to enjoy It, while Col-
puel Strong seemedd o bt perplexod and
wtroked hils beard Ina copxlng manter, ns
U though 1t could help him In bis perplexity.
The two Mayors heard repented refer-
ences to “‘a leap In the dark.” Tn fact;
Ahis ledp was quite the feature of the henr-

| lng that wes held tn the Aldermanic cham-
ber. It was also develaped that Mayor |
Strong Is unquestiongbly o MeKinley man.
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Unnd of the Mavar apd did not snea’ durine
the proceedings. 1 -.'...',__,-,-I.J:, o
SETH LOW FOR CONSOTIDATION.

Seth Low wns the first speaker. "“As one
who Is n natlve of Brooklyn and who also
iz now Identified hnrdly less closely with
the city of Now York."” said he, heginning,
“tt 1= naturalcthnt T should feel a warm
and lively luterest in_the proposed consoli-
dafiosr of the two cltles as a’partof the
Greater New York," Continting balanld:

T belteve In the consolidaifon of ‘the citfes,

| first. hecapse they are essentinlly one communt-

ty: second, hecnime T believa that, on the whele,
they will be botter governed as & single come
manity than they have heen as three; thind, be-
eaise T balleve that the peopls ‘who lve In the
three cltips, atdd for the sake of wlom all thrae
of the elty gporernments exist, will be greatly
Lenafited in many pdarticulors by 'atinckling the!
protilems  of their commos  Hfe | with wilted
strongth rather than as Independent citles, and
thsrefore 1o some extent inevitably with dlvided
power. |

I presume that few will dispute the propes)-
tion thnt the thres eltins affected by this hill
are, In effect, o dingle community.

It has been sald that none of the three elties
has guecesded #0 well with the problem of clty
p:ref‘mnent. a8 to encourage the bellef flat dhe
munieipal problém ean be dealt with better,
even 17 ms well ms hitherto, should -the three
citien be united into one. This argument does
not . sesin to me to be conclusive.

EXPRCOTS BETTER GOVERNMENT,

He sald that if a similar argument had
prevalled doring the critical period after
the elose of the Revalutionary War the
Government of the Unltid States Dever
would have been formed. He continued:

There s, I think, good renson to hope, In romy
pection with the proposed unfon of the three
cltles, thet a basis of Detter goverament pisy be
found than any of the elttes have bitherto en-
foyed. As bearing upon this point, 1 sk you
to notiee that every ons of the three cliles, ns
they now exist, Is ln a certaln Bense an ab-
normal community, The eitles of Brooklyn wnd
Long Tsland Clty Yars eomposed almout entlrely

1 of what oné may oall the mlddie cut of the

populnticn. - They have In them a few wohlthy
men, but compuentively few. On  the other
band, while they bare some poor, they have, by
comparison with New York, few of the very
mor,  New York, in the -mesowhile, to a re-
markable  extent, preciscly hecanse it Joses to
Brooklrn and Long Istanmd City and to other
places this middle eut, has # population of ex-

tremes—the very rich snd the vety poor.

The result of thig disteibation of population is
to widen in New York the gup between the
TiEN Knd the poor; to mike e frinaltlon from
wenlth (b poverty mort abifapt, Bad tends thos
to di¥lde man from man, not'only br a wlder,
bnt nlsgh by o deeper gap. 8o that New York
by itself is oot s normal eomnmntiy. It lurge-
Iy lagks the elements of populntlon thnt bind
the extremes together. In the meanwhile the
weulth of New York i created to no small ex-
wnt by inhabitants of Brookiyn aud of Long
fsipnd City, butSthesa people contrihute nothing
to gooil govhrnmibht fu New ‘¥ork, bcatmo they
:\} s - . t;}\?‘ L !—lb—- -nl- c LI

On thit otHer Bl e Trdokiyn ant in Long
Islind Otty, where they do exeroise the fran-
chire, such peopls have only a divided Infesest,
Thelr muterlpl interests ire frequently griater
in New York thin in the élty of thelr homes.
Brooklyn and Long Island Olty, therefore, for
the purposes of good clty govérnment, do not
get the full advantage of thelr own popalition.
Thus thess cities also are siviving for good gov-
ernment ander o il condfbions.

Mr Low declared that the whols sfréngth
of this clty is thrown into an effort to dls-
tribute its population to the north*cather
than to the east, and the result wns
crowiding unequalled In any other elty of
the world. He added:

If the oitien are consolliated into one, 3t oughs
to g0 without saying that the united stvength of
the Greater New York will in time, bellge and
tuntiel- thie lntervening viver ustil the populntion
can getile to tHe l.'ms"t'v'm.n:lfll rexdlly &8 W
tha northwird. iy

UNION LEAGUE MAN SPEAKS.

Willlam 1. Rogers, of the Unlon League,
sald he representad the business and the
publie activity of the city, and so sppeared
a8 the representatlve of many millions of
doliare, - Hel detafled  the history of the
movement. When the guestion was gut to
a vole' 1t was gald all that was wanted
wis an expression of opinlon from the peo-
ple as o the desteabillty of consolldntion.
The people gnve it, and now we have an
imiperions mandate from the Leglsintnre.
The most that can e elpnlmed 1s some
practieal smethod of consolidation, which,
th speaker declared, the blll uoder dis.
cussion was not.

At this Juncture Mayor Gleasan enterod
the room and took a seat beslde Mayor
Strong, in time to hear Mr, Rogers speak
on the equallty of nssessment. If this
should be brought nhout, sald the speaker,
it Ia evident that New York's tnxes wounld
go up and DBrooklyn's down., 'This, he
thought, was the secret of activity among
certaln persons In the Qlty of Churehos.
e mald it womld riisp this cliy'a taxes
$8.000,000 1 year, based on the fignres of
1805, Additlon of vast districts would, of
conrse, Increase the expenditire probabiy
about §12,000,000, and he went on to show
Jiow  the telal would ‘in all probability

reach  §425,000,000, Tneressed  tuxation
means increased rents; and Mr, Rogers

DO TS0 "g,
G'zzyzf.t

showed how {t would add to the burden of
the workingman. .

“Tn cHge this bill begomes a low,” sald
Mr. Rogers, In conelusion, “wo will be con-
fronted with politieal ehaos.  You, Mr
Munyor, are the enly cltizen of thls Brate
that standg between us and lt. T hope you
will find It eonsiatent with yout dities to
oppose the bHL'™

FEARS A “LEAP IN THE DARK.”

Jumes (. Chrter sifdl he appeared s a

member of the City (lub, and ns 8 private

individnal. Te“was hp who first advisel
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upon, the Conselldatian bill With undisguisegd

susplelon,

“New York and Brooklyn are separate
munielpalities working out thelr own des-
tintes,” ‘he sald, in substance. “They have
encountensd lifoulties; have been con-
fronted with the greatest misehief nnd dis-
onlers all the thme, To remedy 'this the

vitlzeds haye devoted themeelves with all |

teh energy they possessad, The bill pro-
vides for a combination of these munlelpal-
ftics. 1 can not say whether thls la wise
or not. I don't belleve there are ten men
who can do so.

“Tt may tend to our adrantage. On the
pther hand, 1t may plunge us into diffienl:
ties and miserles we never thought aof.
Tt 1B a leap In the dark. No ond
Enows with the degrée of certalnty hé
should know. What we want {8 knowledge
on the subject. Before we toke the finnl
gtep which may preclpitate us into un-
knovwrl amd Insuperable ditficulties, we wunt
TEnowledge,

“To tnke this lenp It the dark i3 most
Inexpedient: There {8 no. necessity tu'r_
rushing the messurp along. Why this
haste? We ean walt ten years more. We
should exnmine into: this matter, leugih
and brendth: We neecd a thorongh Inguiry,
The first work should have been the ap
polntment of a commilttes to draw up ' a
chinrter. Mhat would bave soon shown the
diffioulties:

“This I8 a step in the dark contrary ‘to
every dicinte of wisdom, contrary to every
principle a man would observe In the éon-
dnet of his private affalrs, Tt Is o pléce
of leglalation' that has no parallel any-
where. Why dare we shut off from informa-

tlen? I am not a susplelous man, but 1
think that those belind the measure fear
to linve it Investignted.”
AR | “Conkling,  Chirles W. "Watsoh
‘and Benfumin “F. Romaine were the next
speakers agolnst the BIL

Augustus A, Levy exhibited a bBook en-
titled “How Taxes In Brooklyn Can Be Re
duced One-half."

““That 15 because the other half conld be
barng by New York.,' explalned Mr., Leévy,
| And he argned along on this line. He sald
the fhing could not he done without infllct-

Migy o scvbabiue v eEt UL it oy i 2 we bibea
&y, ;

In answer to a questlon from Mr, Conk-
g, the Mayor decided tha:‘ restdents from

Iynites had an opportnulty to speak in thelr
own city. But the Mayor neglected to as-
cartnin the resldence of W. P. Btemsby be-
fore that gentleman began to speak.

; BROOKLYNITE TAS HIY SAY.

"1s New Yark to be the metropolis of this
‘eounty 1" asked Mr. Biemsby, glaring at the
Mayor. ““Are you golng to let the glant of
the West outstrlp yon In the rmee for su-
premgey? We want to hold the supremaey
af New York and the Western continent
We must be the greatést! Even if we huve
to snnex everything within twenty miles of
New York, including Pafrick J. Gleason,
whom I see thete and whom I conslier one
the country’s grestest men.'"

Long Island City's big Mayor blushed, and
My, Slemsly continued: I don't think we
people of Brooklyn' —

Then Mayor Strong dlsqualified him, and
Mr. Stemsby stepped down, saylog: “It's a
‘good thilug 1 got In as much as 1 dld.”
"Mobiert  Winstone Dbelleves In the  bllL
Erastus Wiman belleved that Staten Tsland
wotilil sopply all that New York lacked to
winke n perfeet harbor—receipt, storsge nnd
shipment. This seonred, the eflty's deelln-
ing coneree wotld be revived. *In God's
providence,!! sald he, “no, elty ever lad
auch an offer as-Siaten Teland hing made to
New York as a place for manufacture.'

Then he spoke of protection and. sald:
“Weo are ob the eve of a Presldentinl eloc
tion. I think, Mr. Mayor, and I know you
think rightly, that & son of Ohlo ‘wlll octin
py the highest position.” !
| There was applause and the Mayor tugged
nervausly st his beard.

BITTER AGAINST UNION.

Brooklynites Use, Their Strongest Argu-
ments to Induce the Mayor to
_ Oppose Consolidation,

“Sentiments were. expessed boldly  and

') hep lberoies.

opposing annexatlon, and among the twenty-
four speakers who appeaved before the
Mayor were some of the best omtory of the
city, mien of the learned professions, and
lotigshoremen, bankers nnd merchants, and
ropresentatives of labor and- evers kind of
husiness.
MR, WOODHOUSE'S ARGUMENTS.

The first speaker; 3. L. Wooidhonse, said
he was at the henring as & consolldation-
Iat who! was opposed to any measure which
hind not: been first snluitied to the people
of Brooklyn, e devidied a fow sentences
to'tolling what a.grent bty Rrooklyn I8, and
them, advanciig  towafd e " Mayor, le
pounded the desk with is fist and ex-
clalined: ¥

“Iiforced  consolidntlon 1 tyranny; In
Rurope 16 woild being revolutlon! T opposge
In patilenlar the conselidation mehsnre i
ontige It Inviles dsasier to Bropgklyo by em-
powering pollifenl gamesters to vole us by
commigsion.  Thisawaild: bigd, - Braokiyn
hand and foot, srifle her volee ahd mennes
Whee n field for plunder,
What o haxyest ﬁﬁﬁwmﬁ"@%mu-m
patrbiagea! It wis eonptived 1o siny | The
vary suggestion of niné months i whlch to

Brooklyn could not be heard, ns Brodk- | frame o charter for the Grenter New York

when' it hos teken twenly years o con-
struct one for the Greater London proves
one of five things: lenorange, Indolence, In-
differency; hnbeolity or evil Intent,

“Butd the [Greater New York upon a
politieal lmngé and you insute Ms early’
doom; yoke Hrooklyn unconditlonally | to
Tammany Hall and you at least invite dis-
Beter.

GREATNESS OF BROOKLYN.

“Ia moral, ocducatienal, praetleal, social
and governmental mntiers Drookiyn leads
every gront clty in tho land, whils fn finin.
clal steength ' New York s ounr Joy hand,
pride,  Partnershilp of these two gront @ltles;
upon =blld foundatlon wabld, I belleve
brini blessings to beth; partnerslip upon
any other foundation woulldl be thelr ever-
lasting cursge.
4Tt s popr politics" he declared, ‘for
bosses and children 1o .play with a buzz
saw.'' i )

“That’s for Platt)’ gaid o nan In the
audiomes.  And thé__-‘ibfﬁ?.dr smiled, Btroked
his chin whiskers and ‘puiled another lead
pencll from his pocket to ehow.

AN OLD QUIIZEN SPHARS,

My, Hedficld, whe Inttiduced all  the
spedliers for the Leazne of Loyal Cltdzens,
then bropght fprwand Bryan B, Smith, pres-
ident of the J!r}q\pkl&{g Bavings Bank, who
explalned his dght bo Epeak on' the meas-
ure hy saying he had ifved on' one plot of
ground In theclity. for sixiy yeoars, and
that his father hud llved at the sgme place
before him. His futlier was the fieat Mayor
of the ity eleéted by popular vote:

“Phat may be eallédl @ séatimental ground
for opposing consollidatlon,' he suld; *‘but
It ninguits to & great dei! with an old res
dent, Lot
OPPOSEDTHE. BILL.

“If the measgure l& careled tbrough,” be
sald, “it mexns thyt Brooklyn, will be left
ont In the ocold, We would have about
one-thivd of the voteoand New York two-
thirds. A8 n resulty we wonld get .only.a

somie of (he langunge uw:d approgched blt
torness at the hearing on consolidation be-
fore Moyor Wurster, of Brooklyn, yester:

day. The afternoon wus glven over to those

few of 1he bones and the crombs from the
metropdlitan table.  The people cannot be
delided by the Idea that Thomns G, Platt
andl Mr, Lesow, who never fived here, nor

MR RNG
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never had any Interests hera, can come
down here and try to force upon us, wil-

N ling or unwilling, such o measure, becrusa

thay kaow ‘batrer what s for our good.'

Whan Dy, T. L. Cuoyler was called for he
was greeted with a ronnd of applacse, and/|
then with lhugliter, when he remarked that
e would sootier appear before the Mayor
of the clty than gural leglslators, who treat
arguments flippantly and act &s it the
grinting of & Heatlug were n great favor. |
e, Cuyler 7rew very emphatic as he pro-
gressed. He unbuttoned Nls: elerical coat
and went. nt the eubject as 1f he wera
preaching n foareible sermion to o blg cone
gregntlon In il own chireh, :

“Thizs whole enormous plece of leglslas'
tlon,' he sald, “is based on the fact that
about 00 Iupn.é’fui Coney Islanders, a !
couple of yéars ago, gave their votes as |
they did, thus making an aggregato of t-rla|
city vote In favor of consolidation. It
woulll be about ns sensible to bulld a elty |
bhall én o' elainshell as to couslder that
vole representative. A better lndlcation of
the people’s feellngs ls found, In the peti-
tion, by O8,000 of | the unbgught cltizens of
Brooklyw, which an Insolvént Legislature
threw.ont of fhe window,

VIOLATION OF CITY RIGHTS,

“l Enow of nothing In the whole higtory |
of Amerlea that onn eompnre with this
violntlgn of elty rights, We have got an
admirable dharter, an admirable city gov-
ertiment and an admirible Mayor, whils at
the other end of the Bridge Is an enormous
masg, of humanity, packed Into {enement
honses, (he tools of Tummony, that we pro-
pose fo allow o riie ny by slmple brute
o Wity ¢

Pr. Cyyler safd he eould not belleve that
one eleetefl by the people of Brooklyn could
e a panty fo the sclieme to throw the
city at the feet of Tammany Hall and the
powers of dorkuess. He gave it a8 his
opirfon that the thonghtful people of New
York {o not favor thie DI drafted by
Lgrow, and that théy are not to be bribed
ty thesseitinental ilea of belng bigger

1R, STORRS GIVES HIS VIIWS,

Rev, Dro Storrs spoke with great dellbs
erntion, i striling contrast to the animas
tion: of D, Cuyler. :

Otlior speakers were Oliver P, Miller,
enshiek of the Willlamshurg Savings Bank
el Trwman J. Backus; president. of the
Wagkay Tnstitute, who-spid that Brooklyn's
sehools are Lotter thon, those of New York;
Willinm N, Dykman, ‘Bllas M. Glddings,
sho sald thil If Mayor Wurster vetoed the
Lexow bill his name would stand with that
of Washinglon ns a patélot; John 8, Me-
Kean, T, 8. Coopar, Willnm' Hemestreat, s.-
A. Low, Dy Gporge (. Hopking, Joseph Fu
Kohler, Nathalel HWilot, George V. Van
Nostrand, Thomds H. Gray and George He

Archer. T
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